B I O T R E K Adventure Travel Morocco
IT’S YOUR LIFE! LIVE IT! CONTACT (504)349-0040

EMAIL: sunny@biotrekadventuretravels.com
11-Day Tour

DAY 1: CASABLANCA – RABAT - FES

(Driving Time: 1 1⁄2 Hours) ▶Arrival in Casablanca.

▶Visit the Mosque of Hassan II. Casablanca is home to the Hassan II Mosque, designed by the French architect Michel Pinseau. It is situated on a promontory looking out to the Atlantic, which can be seen through a gigantic glass floor with room for 25,000 worshippers.Its minaret is the world's tallest at 210 meters. It is an enormous architectural masterpiece and the second largest religious building in the world. On Fridays, the Mosque of Hassan II is open to non-Muslims.The Mosque of Hassan II's promontory offers lovely views overlooking Casa in the residential Afna quarter.

▶After visiting the Hassan II Mosque, take the road to Rabat for a half-day tour of this Imperial City.

▶Lunch in Rabat, by the Sea.

▶During your half-day tour you will learn Rabat's history and enjoy its beautiful domes, minarets, wide avenues and green spaces.Your guide will escort you on a walk around the picturesque Almohad northern walls of the Oudaïa Kasbah.The kasbah was built by Moulay Ismaïl from 1672-1727 to protect the city and is enclosed by ramparts dating from the Almohad period.Visit Bab Oudaïa, a monumental gate and example of Almohad military architecture. See the Musée de Oudaïa, Moulay Ismaïl's palace exhibiting collections of Moroccan folk art. Before moving on to city medina, relax in the Moorish style Andalusian garden.

▶Visit the Royal Palace, the Hassan Tower which stands on the hill overlooking the Wadi Bou Regreg. It is a gigantic mosque, emblematic of Rabat and famous for its unfinished minaret where storks nest. Next door, visit the beautiful Mausoleum of Mohammed V decorated with stained glass windows, white marbleand a wrought-iron entryway with a stairway leading to an impressive dome.

▶Dinner & Spend the night at a Superior 5 Star Charming Riad Myra with zellij tilework, a private roof deck that is filled with history, traditional design and top notch Moroccan cuisine.

Kings

DAY 2: FES (Guided Historical Tour)

▶Buffet Breakfast at your Riad in Fes. Discover Fes el-Bali, a UNESCO World Heritage site and the old medina often referred to as a “live museum.”

▶The 14th Century Palace Gates of the King - The Royal Palace in Fes is one of the oldest (14th Century) and largest in Morocco.

▶Jewish Mellah - The Mellah is a Jewish quarter located in the old cities of Morocco with a walled boundary.The Fes Mellah is also walled and it has a fortified gateway.These Jewish quarters are located near the royal residencies which enabled its inhabitants to be protected from the wrath of the Muslim populace.The Fes Mellah was once solely inhabited by Jews.This was the first "Mellah" in Morocco and originated in 1438. In the early 14th century it was founded by the Merinids, beside Fes. In contrast with the young Mellah of Casablanca, the Mellah of Fes is over 650 years old.This picturesque neighborhood adjoins the royal palace, noted for its recently constructed bright brass doors. Jews took shelter in this palace during the 1912 pogrom.

▶ Jewish Cemetery & Tomb of Solica -The cemetery contains the tombs of more Jewish saints than any other cemetery in Morocco. One of the more important saints is Lalla Solica, who was killed for refusing to convert to Islam. SolicawasborninTangierin1817.Attheageof16,shewascourted by a Muslim man, but refused to marry him. To force her hand, the man went to the caid, the local government official. The man told the caid that Solica could not refuse his offer of marriage because she was no longer Jewish, having converted to Islam of her own free will.When called before the caid, she refused to acknowledge having converted.The Sultan called her to Fes, where she again denied her conversion. As a result, she was condemned to death for apostasy and killed in 1834.

▶Rcife - Enter the medina from a “bab” or region of the old medina, Fes el Bali known as Rcife which is the heart of manufacturing of all Fassis goods. Cross the local fruit and vegetable market where you will witness the stalls of local traders and people buying their daily goods.

▶Dyers souk of silk, wool and cotton - The dyers market, located along Rue de Teinturies, is the best place to see the dying vats which have been used for centuries to soak the skins of sheep, goat, cows and camels after they have their hair and flesh removed.You will see many tanned hides colored with natural pigments ranging from shades of brown, black, turquoise fuchsia, yellow and orange.

▶Seffraine Square - Place el-Seffarine - this kisseria is the most important center for the production Fasiss style ceramics, brass-ware and silverware in Morocco.

▶The Tannery - The Chourara or the Tanner’s Quarters is the most lively and picturesque souks in Fès.The Tanneries are often located near watercourses like the Wadi Fès and at a distance from residential areas due to the strongly unpleasant smells they produce. See the wide array of leather work, a tradition of Fes.

▶Lunch at Restaurant Nejjarine in Fes located near the Nejjarine Square.

▶WeaversCooperative -VisittheWeaversCooperative locatedina residential neighborhood off a main shopping street.The workshop specializes in weaving the finest jellaba fabric, made of silk and wool threads imported from Italy.The shop also makes a quality jellaba fabric from locally spun, textured wool thread called hubba -sometimes referred to as couscous, because it’s nubby texture resembles Morocco's national semolina dish of the same name.

Within the Fes Medina, we will visit the following Sacred Sites:

▶The Bou Inania Medersa - The Madrasa Bou Inania is a madrasa founded in AD 1351–56 by Abu Inan Faris, who also founded the Madrasa Bou Inania in Meknes. It is widely acknowledged as a major example of Marinid architecture. "Bou Inania" comes from the first part of the sultan's name "Abou Inan".The madrasa functioned as both an educational institute and as a congregational mosque at the same time. It is the only madrasa in Fes which has a minaret. According to history, religious leaders of the Karaouine Mosque advised Abu Inan Faris to build this madrasa. It was the last madrasa to be built by the Marinides.The Marinid dynasty or Benemerine dynasty was a Zenata Berber dynasty of Morocco.The madrasa became one of the most important religious places of Fes and Morocco, gaining the status of Grand Mosque.The madrasa was renovated in 18th century.

▶Pottery & Zellij Tile Cooperative- A cooperative where old techniques of how zellij and pottery is made. Option to participate in making zellij tile or pottery making. Great for shopping for a purchase of fabulous pottery, zellij tiled tables, zellij fountains and more.

▶Mausoleum - Zaouia Sidi Ahmed Tijani - The Zawiya of Sidi Ahmed al-Tijani contains the tomb of an 18th centry Sufi Shaykh, founder of the Tijaniyya order. The Zawiya presents a street facade highly ornamented with carved wood, stucco and glazed tile.

▶University of Kairouine - Founded in 859, this university is one of the leading spiritual and educational centers of the Muslim world and is considered the oldest continuously operating institution of higher learning in the world.

▶Mausolem - Zaouia Moulay Idriss - A zaouia (shrine) dedicated to and the tomb of Moulay Idriss II, who ruled Morocco from 807 to 828 and founded the city of Fès for the second time in 810.

▶Nejjarine Square - This interesting square is dominated by the beautifully restored Nejjarine Wood Museum housed in an 18th-century funduq.There's also a superbly decorated wall fountain. Browse the shops before venturing into the carpenters' souk with its amazing array of glitzy wedding chairs.

▶Cross the carpenter area go through the Attarine street filled with scents of Fes such as spices, oils.

▶Dinner at a traditional Moroccan restaurant in the old city of Fes or Ville Nouvelle.

▶Dinner & Spend the night at a Superior 5 Star Charming Riad Myra with zelli tilework, a private roof deck that is filled with history, traditional design and top notch Moroccan cuisine.Gates

DAY 3: FES- VOLUBILIS-MEKNES (Guided Historical Tour)

(Driving Time: 3 Hours)

▶Buffet Breakfat at your Riad in Fes.Then road to the Roman Ruins ofVolubilis and the Imperial City of Meknes.

▶Arrive in Volubilis for a visit. Once occupied by the Romans,Volubilis has been recognized by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site and gained international acclaim when Martin Scorsese made it a feature location for his film,The Last Temptation of Christ.

▶Begin your visit by discovering the fascinating Roman ruins adorned with beautiful mosaics and colorful tiles depicting Roman mythology.The ruins are spread out across several green acres.The ruins reveal how the Roman Empire transformed the original Carthaginian settlement into a typical Roman city complete with mansions, a town center, a triumphal arc and temples devoted to the Roman gods.

▶Enjoy tea at the small café that sits just below the Volubilis ruins before taking the road to Fes.

▶Lunch in Meknes at a restaurant in the old French city with excellent Moroccan cuisine and a variety of local wines produced within the region.

▶Arrive in Meknes and begin your tour of Meknes at Bab Mansour. First we will pass through the triumphal arch. Standing at sixteen meters high with an eight meter long arch, the intricately patterned triumphal arch is argued to be the most beautiful in Morocco. Enter Place El-Hedime (Square of Ruins) which links the medina and the kasbah.The square is lined with modern residential buildings and a covered food souk (market).

▶We will stop and visit the Musée Dar Jamaï, a museum showing modern Moroccan arts, woodwork, ceramics, carpets, costumes, jewelry and metalwork. The sophisticated building was once a palace incorporating a mosque, menzah (pavilion), courtyard, kitchen and hammam.

▶Visit the Moulay Ismail Mausoleum and the former gardens of the Royal Palace.

▶Among the most impressive elements of this imperial city is the grand gate named after the architect, El-Mansour, a Christian renegade who converted to Islam.The design of the gate plays with Almohad patterns. It has zellij mosaics of excellent quality.The marble columns were taken from the Roman ruins of Volubilis.

▶Visit the Olive market which sprawls throughout the old souk and the main square.

▶Dinner in Fes at your Riad or Hotel in Fes.

▶Dinner & Spend the night at a Superior 5 Star Charming Riad Myra with zellij tilework, a private roof deck that is filled with history, traditional design and top notch Moroccan cuisine.

DAY 4: FES- IMMOZER - IFRANE - MIDELT - ERRACHIDA -

ERFOUD (Driving Time: 8 Hours) ▶ Burffet Breakfast at your Riad in Fes.Take the road to Erfoud.

▶Enroute to Erfoud we will pass Ifrane, stopping to see the cedar tree forrest and the local barbary monkeys. We will also pass the American- Moroccan University which was built by the Saudi’s.

▶ Teas and Pastries in Ifrane. ▶ We will have lunch during our journey in the Ziz Valley or at another local

town en route to the Sahara desert.

▶Enjoy the views of the Tafilalet Valley.Visit the Old Ksar in Erfoud, the Tunnel Des Legionnaires.

▶Arrive in Merzouga before sunset, then go by dromedary camel for 45 minutes- one-hour, at sunset into the Erg Chebbi Dunes to camp overnight luxury Biouvac tent at an oasis. YourTuareg guide will share some of the Sahara Deserts’ secrets.As you glide across humpback on these silent, mystical dunes there will be countless opportunities to photograph the endless rolling dunes.

▶Enjoy music from Khemlia at your bivouac in the Sahara (Moroccan Musicians from Sudan who have lived in the Merzouga region for almost a century.) Fresh- home made bread and dinner will be make by the Oasis.

▶Spend the night at Bivouac Yasmina in the Erg Chebbi Dunes of Merzouga. Overnight at a Luxury Guest House 5 minutes from the Dunes in the Moroccan Sahara.

DAY 5: ERFOUD - ALNIF - AIT OUZZINE - OUARZAZATE

(Driving Time: 4 Hours)

▶Rise early and take a sunrise camel trek back to Yasmina in Merzouga. Buffet Breakfast at your Kasbah and Spa.Then take the road to explore visit a Berber Village and then to Ouarzazate.

▶Then take the road to visit the Saharan Desert towns of Rissani and the capital of fossils, Erfoud.Visit the old ksars and then continue the road to the village of Ait Ouzzine, located in N’kob which is nestled within the Middle Atlas Mountains.

▶Aït Ouzzine is a Berber village inhabited by over 300 families who live in beautifully painted crenulated kasbahs, with their own henna fields, water wells, livestock and gardens.This peaceful village is tucked away along an impressive desert route connecting the Draa Valley (Tansikht) and Rissani.

▶Meet a local Berber family, partake in a cooking lesson of how to make traditional bread and a tajine.Then explore and tour the village by foot.Walk in the green fields and see how the traditional Berbers live with their gardens of herbs, live stock, and henna plants.

▶Lunch will be served to you in Aït Ouzzine by a traditional Berber family. The menu will include a traditional meal of fresh baked bread with spices and a chicken and vegetable tajine and fresh local fruits for desert.

▶After lunch, you can have your hands and feet painted with henna or your hair adorned with saffron by a local village artist and relax. Experience the tradition of Berber perfume made from musk and amber along with the villages own spices.

▶End the afternoon in Ait Ouzzine with mint tea and almonds. Take the through the Draa Valley back to Ouarzazate before sunset. The Draa Valley is the road of the old caravans that were once traveled to transport dates and other good from the Draa Region to Marrakech.Arrive and have dinner at your Riad.

▶Dinner & Spend the night at Riad Dar Chamma with direct views of the Atlas Mountains or Riad Sultana in Ouarzazate.

SAHARA DESERT & VILLAGES

DAY 6: OUARZAZATE - MARRAKECH

(Driving Time: 4 Hours)

▶Buffet Breakfast at your Riad. Rise early, breakfast at your Riad and then take the road to visit the Ouarzazate region and its famous Kasbahs.

▶“See Ouarzazate and die” are feelings often expressed by Moroccans with regards to this magical city that is the door to the Sahara desert. Located just four hours from Marrakech, Ouarzazate is the main Berber city in the south known for its spectacular sunsets and dramatic mountain and desert scenery. Surrounded by breathtaking valleys, Ouarzazate was once crossing point for African traders seeking to reach northern cities in Morocco and Europe.

▶ During the French period, Ouarzazate expanded considerably as a garrison town and became the administrative centre of the Zagora region. Ouarzazate became famous when it’s nearby Kasbah; Aït Benhaddou appeared in the 1962 film Lawrence of Arabia. Visit Ait Benhaddou. Located 32 km from Ouarzazate lies the picturesque village.Aït Benhaddou of Aït Benhaddou is situated in Souss-Massa-Draâ on a hill along the Ouarzazate River. Lawrence of Arabia was filmed here and Orson Welles used it as a location for Sodome and Gomorrah; and for Jesus of Nazareth the whole lower part of the village was rebuilt. In recent years more controlled restoration has been carried out under UNESCO auspices.Aït Benhaddou is one of many locations in this region used for shooting Hollywood films. Aït Benhaddou which once served as the former caravan route between the Sahara and Marrakech in present-day Morocco.

▶Your guide will lead you on a private tour through this Berber village of towered and crenulated Kasbahs that once guarded the lucrative caravan route through the Atlas Mountains. Explore the Kasbahs by foot with the option to ride a donkey across a river. Aït Benhaddou which once served as the former caravan route between the Sahara and Marrakech in present-day Morocco.Aït Benhaddou was once a significant stop for traders carrying gold, salt and slaves along the famous Southern Caravan route moving through the Sahara.

▶After visiting Ait Benhaddou, continue the road to Marrakech. During your journey to Marrakech you will also pass the olive groves of the Oued Zat, as you ascend onto the Tizi-N-Tichka Pass Road. Built by the French in the 1920’s, the Tizi-N-Tichka Pass can be described as having mountainous barriers, Mediterranean and oceanic influences and desert borders. long the route you will see panoramic views of the High Atlas Mountains as well as sights of fertile valleys, blue and red colored pise villages and other striking mineral environments.

 (Driving Time: 4 Hours)

▶En route you will go by piste to visit Kasbah Telout, one of Morocco’s hidden jewels and a famous Kasbahs that is the origin of the Pacha Glaoui Family. Kasbah Telout is hidden among a tiny road in a small village that is 20 minutes outside Tichka. It’s history stands alone with its original zellij tile, authentic, preserved silks and grand remnants of the Glaou family. Unlike the other Kasbahs in Southern Morocco,Telout was occupied by the Glaoui’s instead of the slaves and has stunning views.This Kasbahs has yet to be coined a UNESCO World Heritage site and while it appears in parts to be in ruins on the exterior, its interior is one of true spelndor.

▶En route stop for lunch and visit the Argan Cooperative where Argan Oil, Butter and Cosmetics are made with the Argan nut by hand as Berber women crack the nuts and the grind them one by one. Have a complimentary tasting. This cooperative is run entirely by women. Lunch in the village of Tadart.

UNESCO World Heritage site and while it appears in parts to be in ruins on the exterior, its interior is one of true spelndor.

▶En route stop for lunch and visit the Argan Cooperative where Argan Oil, Butter and Cosmetics are made with the Argan nut by hand as Berber women crack the nuts and the grind them one by one. Have a complimentary tasting. This cooperative is run entirely by women. Lunch in the village of Tadart.

▶Arrive in Marrakech. Evening Free. Dinner at your Riad or in the heart of Djemma El Fna Square.

▶Spend the night at the 5 Star Le Jardin Des La Medina in Marrakech, a Riad with a palmeraie interior and sprawling grounds located in the heart of Marrakech’s old medina - city Kasbah region.

DAY 7: MARRAKECH (Guided Historical Tour)

▶Buffet Breakfast at your Riad in Marrakech.

▶Your introduction to Marrakech will begin in the new city, we will navigate our way to French, Gueliz and head to the Majorelle Gardens, a magical and lush small garden estate designed by Jacque Majorelle and maintained by Yves Saint Laurent.The Majorelle Garden is filled with colorful walkways, ponds, cactus and plants as well as a beautiful shop with hand-made goods. The atmosphere of the Majorelle Gardens evokes a sense of peace in a garden designed, composed and colored like a painting. Moorish and Art Deco inspired structures with their bold color palettes are assembled among a vast, opulent array of exotic plants and trees collected from the far reaches of the world.The courageous use of color, the famous Majorelle blue paint used in his architectural design enlivens the garden and acts as a strong backdrop to his plant collection of over 1800 types of cacti, 400 species of palms and other rare varieties of the time.

▶ Then explore the 19th Century El Bahia Palace and its eight-hectare gardens. The Bahia offers a perfect example of a palace garden and courtyards surrounded by grandiose architecture.The El Bahia Palace in Marrakech is also an excellent example of Eastern Architecture from the 19th century that represents trends and standards of the wealthy who lived at that time. It was built for Ahmed Ibn Moussa (or Ba Ahmed) between 1894 and 1900 in the Alawi style that was popular at the time. Craftsmen were brought from Fes to work on this monumental task which took approximately fifteen years to complete.There are 160 different rooms in the palace which are sprawled out in an open, rambling fashion. Decorations take the form of subtle stucco panels, zellij decorations, tiled floors, smooth arches, carved-cedar ceilings, shiny marble (tadlakt) finishes and zouak painted ceilings.

▶ Next visit the 16th Century Saadian Tombs and El Mansour mosque. Marrakech is a city of underground channels built by the architects from Cordoba, Spain to provide water for the town and Palmery.

▶Lunch in the old Medina of Marrakech and explore the souks. Your guide will lead you through the labyrinth streets and alleys of the Djemma. Enjoy aromatic smells, taste fresh squeezed orange juice and venture into the souks specializing in Berber carpets, silver jewelry, artisan workshops, handmade shoes and tanneries. Enjoy a three- course lunch consisting of fresh salad, tajine and fruit at one of Marrakech most delectable restaurants.

▶Next visit the old, Medina, the old quarter of the Marrakech. From here we will explore this historically charming area by foot. In Djemma el Fna, you will visit the famous 12th century Koutouba Mosque, its influential minaret and gardens.

▶Spend the night at the 5 Star Le Jardin Des La Medina in Marrakech, a Riad with a palmeraie interior and sprawling

grounds located in the heart of Marrakech’s old medina - city Kasbah region.

DAY 8: MARRAKECH - ESSAOUIRA (Half-Day Guided

Historical Tour)

▶Breakfast at your Riad, then take the road to Essouira, a seaside coastal town. The journey to this former Portuguese fishing village offers up only a few roadside towns and the occasional Berber village. In the ’60s and ’70s, Essaouira was a pitstop on the hippie trek from Marrakesh. Jimi Hendrix made the pilgrimage, as did Bob Marley and Cat Stevens. Essaouira was the inspiration for Hendrix’s song “Castles Made of Sand”.

▶ Visit this sea-side medieval town that boasts lovely white-washed and blue-shuttered houses, colonnades, thuya wood workshops, art galleries and mouthwatering seafood.

▶ Once called Mogador by European sailors and traders, Essaouria is known for its annual Gnaoua Music Festival that attracts 300,000+ people in June. It also has an expansive beach for surfing called Plage de Safi.

▶ Take a stroll along the town’s sunlit pedestrian main square, Place Prince Moulay el Hassan and the Skala du Port, the fishing harbor, offers breathtaking views of the Portuguese ramparts. Explore the ramparts and the spice and jewelry souks of the medina.Your guide will take you to the old Jewish Mellah and explain the entire history of Essaouira.

▶ The medina of Essaouira (formerly "Mogador") is a UNESCO World Heritage listed city, as an example of a late-18th century fortified town.

▶ Have lunch at the fish-grill cafes, with wooden tables and benches laid out overlooking the sea that was once- in the 19th century- the only Moroccan port south of Tangier.

▶ After lunch visit Orson Welles’ Square and memorial, designed by Samir Mustapha, one of the towns artists, which pays homage to Orson Welles filming of Othello in Essouaria. Essaouira’s history is a reminder of the times when Spain, Portugal and England fought to maintain control over its coasts. It has a typical Portuguese harbor that is a stunning example of Moorish and Portuguese architecture. Return to Essaouira in the evening. Dinner and relax for the evening.

▶Dinner at one of Essaouira’s top restaurants.

▶Dinner & Spend the night at Riad Mimouna or Palais Des Ramparts in Essaouira - Riads with views of the Essaouira sea and the old port plus charming room top arenas for dining.

DAY 9: ESSAOUIRA (Free Day to Explore Essaouira on Your Own)

▶Breakfast at your Riad.

▶Dinner & Spend the night at Riad Mimouna or Palais Des Ramparts in Essaouira - Riads with views of the Essaouira sea and the old port plus charming room top arenas for dining.

DAY 10: ESSAOUIRA ( FREE DAY)

▶Buffet Breakfast at your Riad in Essaouira. Stroll the beach in Essaouira and explore the old medina on your own. Visit the local art galleries and explore newly opened shops that melange Moroccan wares with other International flavor.

▶Option to visit the seaside town of Sidi Koki for lunch and enjoy horse back riding at Rancy Diabot.

▶Dinner & Spend the night at Riad Mimouna or Palais Des Ramparts in Essaouira - Riads with views of the Essaouira sea and the old port plus charming room top arenas for dining.

DAY 11: ESSAOUIRA- MARRAKECH DEPARTURE

▶Breakfast at your Riad.Take the road back to Marrakech. Departure from Marrakech’s Menara Airpot.

Traditional 5 Star Luxury Accommodations For An Authentic Journey-

A Riad is a traditional Moroccan house or palace with an interior garden or courtyard. The word riad comes from the Arabian term for garden, "ryad". The ancient Roman city of Volubilis in Morocco is where riad architecture during the rule of the Idrisid Dynasty first appeared. As you travel with Travel Exploration on the Gardens of Morocco Tour you will have the opportunity to stay in a variety of types of Hotels & Riads - from those with majestic Andalusian and Islamic gardens to cottage style settings .

________________________

† INCLUDED † Rates Include:

Luxury Transport 4/5 Star Combined Accommodations For 11 Days/ 10 Nights National Licensed Historical Guide Local Licensed Historical Guides in Each City Breakfast Daily at your Riad or Hotel Camel Trek in the Sahara Desert, Merzouga Option 13 Meals Total: Breakfast & Dinner in the Sahara Desert Region Footbath at Nectarome Gardens Museum & Monument Fees †
