
NEW ZEALAND ITINERARY   

With  BIOTREK TOURS – 2012

APRIL 2012

Sun 15
ARRIVE AUCKLAND; NEW ZEALAND
 am
Arrive in Auckland on flight TBA.


Met on arrival by our New Zealand staff who will deliver your final tour documents and vouchers. 

Transfer to the hotel by private vehicle and driver – See Note 4.
If early morning arrival, rooms may not be ready for immediate occupancy.  Pre-registration is available at extra cost to guarantee immediate occupancy - see Note 3.
The remainder of morning is free to rest and explore New Zealand's largest city.

Walk downhill from your hotel to the Viaduct Basin and check in at the Explore NZ booking kiosk.  If you choose not to walk, take a taxi (own cost).  

  1.30 pm
Report to the Explore NZ booking kiosk.  Dress warmly and wear flat shoes. 
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  2.00 pm
In the afternoon go sailing on a genuine Americas Cup 12 metre yacht – either NZL40 or NZL41.  Passengers become the crew and are encouraged to take the helm, exert energy on the grinders or simply sit back and enjoy the thrill of these grand prix racing machines as you sail down lovely Auckland Harbour (2 hours – other travellers may be on board).

Afterwards walk back uphill to your hotel – or take a taxi (own cost).

A landmark building with views of the iconic Sky Tower and the harbour from its rooftop pool deck – The Heritage Auckland offers superior accommodation with a difference in the centre of Auckland.  The hotel reflects the traditional style of the buildings famous past and showcases the building’s original Art Deco design.  Heritage Auckland is ideally situated in the central city and near the waterfront, the vibrant Viaduct Basin, Queen Street, the Sky Tower and casino complex and other main attractions.

Accommodation
Heritage Auckland Hotel  (2 nights) 

Superior rooms – Hotel Wing 
35 Hobson Street

Auckland 

Tel: 09 379 8553

Mon 16
WAIHEKE ISLAND VINEYARD TOUR

(B)
Breakfast at the hotel.


This morning walk downhill to the Ferry Terminal (approx. 15-20 minutes walk).  Alternatively take a taxi (own cost).
  9.40 am
Report to the Fullers Office at the Ferry Terminal and collect boarding passes.
10.00 am
Depart Auckland.  It is a 35 minutes high-speed catamaran across the sparkling waters of the Waitemata Harbour and the Hauraki Gulf to Matiatia on Waiheke Island.  
10.35 am
You will be met on arrival by your Ananda Tours guide for a private tour of Waiheke Island with a special focus on the boutique wineries. Since the 1970s the island’s Mediterranean climate has seen the growth of a flourishing wine industry with low quantities of high quality fruit. Among the better-known wineries are Goldwater, Mudbrick, Peninsula Estate and Stonyridge.  Today you will visit three selected wineries with wine tasting included.  There will be a break in Oneroa Village where you can buy lunch (own cost) or walk on the beautiful beach.

At the conclusion of the tour there is time to visit one or two of the art studios for which Waiheke Island is so well known before returning to Auckland on the 4.00 pm.  Or you may elect to stay on and relax and explore the galleries and studios and enjoy a café dinner at Onetangi, and return to Auckland on a later ferry.

On arrival walk back up to the hotel or if you choose not to walk, take a taxi (own cost).

Tue 17
AUCKLAND / WAITOMO CAVES / ROTORUA (352 kms)

(B)
Breakfast at the hotel.

Today drive south across the Bombay Hills through the Waikato Valley and continue south to the Waitomo region
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12.30 pm
At Waitomo enjoy a guided tour into the recently reopened Ruakuri Cave which offers a comprehensive cave experience including winding passageways, immense caverns, and deep crevices.  The tour commences with a spiral descent from ground level via a remarkable drum entrance and walkway then wanders along narrow corridors and across low-lit walkways suspended above the Huhunui River below.  The tour is two-hours duration and includes 1.6 kilometres of walkways.  Your guide will bring you up close to glowworms, elaborate cave formations, underground rivers, myths, legends and sacred Maori sites.  At the completion of the tour, retrace your journey back to the entrance.  
Afterwards drive on across picturesque farming country and over the bush clad Mamaku Ranges to Rotorua.

Your accommodation is in a delightful boutique hotel, which has just 52 en-suite rooms and apartments. The main building is over 100 years old and built in classic style of that era in native timbers with wide verandahs.  All rooms are well appointed and have tea/coffee making amenities, and there are thermal pools, massage and guest laundry facilities.  It is centrally located beside the Princes Gate entrance to the beautiful Government Gardens and is an easy walk to the main shopping area of Rotorua and a variety of restaurants and cafes. 


Accommodation:
Princes Gate Hotel (2 nights)
Superior Rooms
1057 Arawa Street

Rotorua

Tel: 07 348 1179

Wed 18
ROTORUA SIGHTSEEING & MAORI CULTURE

(BD)
Breakfast at the guesthouse.

This morning visit Rainbow Springs - a showcase of New Zealand’s natural flora and fauna.  Enjoy a guided tour which includes the opportunity to see the rare Tuatara lizard, New Zealand’s only reptile species and the Kiwi bird in a special nocturnal enclosure.  Also see huge trout and native birds as well as crystal clear freshwater streams and deep fern fringed pools.  

Also see the entertaining Agrodome sheep show and the Government Gardens.  

Afterwards relax in the natural mineral water of a Lake Spa at Polynesian Thermal Pools.  The Lake Spa Retreat offers unique and exclusive bathing in four hot mineral rock pools with lovely views over Lake Rotorua.  Towels, soap and shampoo are provided and use of security lockers and hair dryers is included.  
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  4.30 pm
In the late afternoon enjoy an exclusive guided tour of Te Puia – the Whakarewarewa Thermal Reserve to see the geysers and other fascinating thermal activity and the Maori Arts and Crafts Institute, where young Maori are learning traditional carving and weaving skills.  After the tour join other travellers for the Powhiri (welcome), hangi (dinner) and concert of Maori song and dance in the Magnificent carved Meeting House on the Marae (Maori village) at Whakarewarewa.

Thu 19
ROTORUA / BLENHEIM (by air)

(B)
Breakfast at the hotel.


Transfer to Rotorua Airport and check in.  Pay airport departure tax currently NZ$5.00 per person.

Rotorua / Blenheim by air (not included – your arrangement).

Blenheim in the heart of the Marlborough Wine Region is New Zealand’s top wine producing area with its wines winning awards around the world.  Among the leading wineries are Grove Mill, Hunters, Alan Scott Estate, Shingle Peak, Cloudy Bay, Wither Hills, Forrest Estate and Montana.  

We will have lunch at a Marlborough winery with wine tasting and visit two further wineries for tasting.

Free evening.

Your hotel is located a short stroll from the town centre.  

Accommodation:

Chateau Marlborough Hotel 

Deluxe Studio
Corner High and Henry Streets

Blenheim

Tel: 03 578 0064

Fri 20
BLENHEIM / NELSON (113-kms / 70-miles)
(B)
Breakfast at your hotel.

Today drive across the top of the South Island to Nelson which is famous for its apples, scallops, arts and crafts and lovely beaches.  Nelson enjoys one of the sunniest climates in New Zealand.  

Remainder of day at leisure.  

Your hotel is ideally located only a short stroll from Nelson’s main street and landmark Cathedral.  There are a number of art studios and galleries near the hotel.  The hotel features two restaurants, outdoor pool and health centre with gymnasium and sauna.  

Accommodation:

Rutherford Heritage Hotel (2 nights)

Run of House

Trafalgar Square

Nelson

Tel: 03 548 2299

Sat 21
ABEL TASMAN NATIONAL PARK

(BL)
Breakfast the hotel.

This morning depart Nelson by coach and drive out to Kaiteriteri Beach to meet your guide (approx 1.5hr drive).  Note you should take a towel, hat, sunscreen, warm top (plus polypropylene thermals if you have them), wind jacket, swim suit, change of clothes, sandals that can get wet, sunglasses and walking shoes).  You may also wish to take swimsuit and a small day pack.  Dry bags for clothing and camera will be provided.

  9.10 am
Report to the Wilson’s Abel Tasman Ticket Office (kiosk) opposite the main beach at Kaiteriteri.  
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  9.30 am
Join a Wilson’s scenic cruise into the heart of the Abel Tasman National Park with full commentary to introduce you to this fascinating coastline.  Enjoy the comfort of open and closed deck areas, with hot drinks and bathroom facilities on board.

At idyllic Tonga Quarry your guide settles you in your stable double kayak with full training and safety briefing, then onto the water to discover the highlights of the Tonga Island Marine Reserve.  Enjoy the antics of the cheeky NZ fur seals and watch sea birds working the shoals of fish or resting on the rocky outcrops.  Explore sculptured granite headlands, tidal lagoons & forest fringed beaches as you paddle south.

Take a lunch break on one of the many golden beaches before continuing to Medlands Beach.  Relax at this golden cove or enjoy an optional ½ hour bush walk whilst your guide loads kayaks and gear.  Rejoin Vista cruise 3.00pm, and recount the days adventure while cruising back to Kaiteriteri.  

  3.55 pm
Arrive Kaiteriteri, and transfer back to Nelson by coach.


Free evening.

NB: Itinerary may be modified on the day.  The above start and finish times are observed but Wilson’s reserve the right to modify the day after consultation with guests and consideration of weather and tidal conditions.  The paddling itinerary changes from day to day to make the most of tidal conditions and people’s abilities.  

Sun 22
NELSON / PUNAKAIKI  (274-kms / 170-miles)

(B)
Breakfast at your hotel.

Depart and drive south through the lovely Waimea Valley once well known for the growing of tobacco.  Continue south through rugged and remote bush covered mountains.  The road follows the Buller River towards the coast.  Enjoy the spectacular scenery of the Buller Gorge before reaching the West Coast.  Continue down the coast to the small settlement of Punakaiki on the edge of the Paparoa National Park.  
Punakaiki is renowned for its wild, rugged coastline and the famous ‘Pancake Rocks’ and blowholes.  These stratified limestone stacks are an extraordinary monument of nature.  There are various scenic walks and hiking opportunities in this beautiful isolated area.

Accommodation: 
Punakaiki Resort

Run of House

State Highway 6

Punakaiki 

Tel: 03 731 1168


Mon 23
PUNAKAIKI / FOX GLACIER (247-kms / 153-miles) 

(B)
Breakfast at the hotel.

Follow the coast south through Greymouth which is the largest town on the West Coast then continue south stopping to see a Greenstone Factory at Hokitika where a local jade like stone highly prized by pre-European Maori is crafted into the most exquisite jewellery.  Afterwards drive on south through forests and farmlands with the mighty Southern Alps rising sharply to the east and vistas of the Tasman Sea to the west.  Pass the Franz Josef Glacier and 30 minutes later arrive at Fox Glacier.


Your accommodation is in a modern B&B hotel which has just 20 well-appointed ensuite guest rooms with super king beds and tea and coffee making facilities.  Each room has a private balcony with views over the lower Fox Valley and Cook River Valley.  
Your hotel was previously known as Te Weheka Lodge.

Accommodation:
Distinction Hotel Fox Glacier
Run of House

State Highway 6

Fox Glacier Village

Tel: 03 751 0730

Tue 24
FOX GLACIER / WANAKA / QUEENSTOWN (381 kms)

(B)
Breakfast at the hotel.

  8.00 am
This morning join a half-day eco-adventure guided walk onto the Fox Glacier - a huge river of snow and ice that flows from vast snowfields high in the Alps almost to sea level.  Socks, boots, ice sticks and raincoats will be supplied.  A reasonable level of fitness and agility is required (other travellers may join).
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You will be kitted out with sturdy leather boots before boarding one of the glacier buses for the short drive through the rainforest into the steep-sided glacial valley.  Your guide leads you on a walk beside the riverbed to the track, which zig-zags slowly uphill for forty-five minutes through ferns and regenerating temperate rainforest.  From high on the track you will enjoy fantastic views of the glacier and its upper and lower icefalls.  From its high point, the track winds down to the edge of the ice, where you are outfitted with instep crampons and you follow the ice steps cut by the guides.  The route takes you onto the ice amongst crevasses and ice ridges leading you into the middle of the glacier for spectacular views of the icefall and lower glacier.  At least one hour is spent on the ice before returning to the bus using a different track that follows the edge of the ice and passes the collapsing terminal face of the glacier.  Duration 4 – 4.5 hours.  Participation is at the discretion of the guiding company.  
Note – if group numbers fall below 7 pax, the group may need to join the scheduled 8.35am departure with other travellers. 
In the afternoon drive south by private vehicle through magnificent rainforests passing the Fox Glacier and some pretty bush fringed lakes before turning inland and crossing the Haast Pass through the Southern Alps.  Descend past glacial Lakes Wanaka and Hawea to Wanaka township on the eastern shores of the lake.  Continue past Lake Dunstan, across Central Otago sheep country and through the Kawarau Gorge into Queenstown.  

Arrive Queenstown in the evening.  

Perfectly located only steps from Lake Wakatipu, the Botanic Gardens and the heart of Queenstown, your hotel offers comfortable, modern accommodation.  Queenstown’s excellent café’s, restaurants and bars are only a short stroll from the hotel.   


Accommodation:
 
Novotel Queenstown Lakeside Hotel  (4 nights)

Run of House

Corner Earl Street & Marine Parade

Queenstown

Tel: 03 442 7750
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Wed 25 
DART RIVER WILDERNESS SAFARI

Today is ANZAC Day – a public holiday in New Zealand.  Banks will be closed and some stores will be closed until 1pm.  
(BD)

Breakfast at the hotel.

This morning, private transfer around Lake Wakatipu to Glenorchy. 

  8.40 am
Report for a Dart River Wilderness Safari.  This is more than a jetboat ride - each safari is a total wilderness experience into Mt Aspiring National Park World Heritage area.  This journey into “Middle Earth” combines 1½ hours of jet boating amidst the spectacular scenery of the Southern Alps; a gentle walking ancient forests amidst birdsong and cultural heritage and a back road journey by 4 wheel drive through the high country farmland and forests around Paradise- film location for the Lord of the Rings trilogy (3 hours duration plus travel time – other travellers may be on board).

In the afternoon, return to Queenstown.

  8.15 pm
Dine this evening at the Skyline Restaurant from where there are panoramic views across the lake and surrounding mountains.  Access is by aerial gondola.  Return coach transfers included.  

Thu 26
AT QUEENSTOWN

(B)
Breakfast at the hotel.

Free day for your own choice of tours and activities.  There is plenty to do in this wonderful alpine resort.  Suggest a river rafting on the famous Shotover River.  Other options are a cruise on the 1912 vintage lake steamer TSS Earnslaw or the thrill of a Shotover Jetboat ride.  Another option is a day hike on the famous Routeburn Track.

Fri 27
MILFORD SOUND DAY EXCURSION (598-kms)

(BL)
Breakfast at the hotel.
  6.30 am
Depart early this morning by private vehicle and travel around Lake Wakatipu and through Te Anau and the Fiordland National Park to Milford Sound.  Fiordland National Park, part of the UNESCO Southwest New Zealand World Heritage Area is one of the great wilderness areas of the Southern Hemisphere.  The scenery is spectacular with lofty mountains and deep valleys carved out by Ice Age glaciers.  There are clear rushing streams and leaping waterfalls set in magnificent native rainforest.

12.30 pm
Board the Milford Wanderer for a Nature Cruise down Milford Sound past towering Mitre Peak to the Tasman Sea.  Enjoy the stunning scenery of cascading waterfalls, dense rainforest, steep cliff faces and marine life that inhabits these waters.  Picnic box lunch is included and your nature guide will give a commentary on the interesting features of the area.  

  3.00 pm
The boat returns to Milford Wharf.  Board the coach and retrace your journey back to Queenstown travelling via the Cleddeau Gorge, Homer Tunnel and the lovely Eglinton Valley.  Arrive Queenstown at approximately 8.00pm.

Sat 28
QUEENSTOWN / MT COOK (550 kms)

(BD)
Breakfast at the hotel.

[image: image7.jpg]


Today drive through Central Otago then continue north ascending the Lindis Pass to the Mackenzie Basin. Travel around glacially formed Lake Pukaki and into Mt Cook National Park.  There are 17 peaks above 10,000 ft in Mt Cook National Park including New Zealand’s tallest peak – Mt Cook (12,349 ft). The scenery is spectacular.  Watch for the cheeky Keas- large green parrots, which are often seen in these mountains.

Your accommodation is in one of the world’s best- known alpine retreats.

Dinner in the Alpine Restaurant.

Accommodation:

The Hermitage 

Aoraki Wing
Mt Cook Village

Tel: 03 435 1809

Sun 29
MT COOK / CHRISTCHURCH (330 kms) AND DEPART 

(B)
Breakfast at the hotel.


Depending on the time of your departure flight there may be time this morning to walk some of the shorter alpine trails near the hotel or for optional sightseeing such a 4-wheel drive tour to the Tasman Glacier or a scenic flight with glacier landing.  Then drive down from Mt Cook to Tekapo and descend through Burkes Pass to Fairlie. Cross the sheep and crop farmlands of the Canterbury Plains. 

On arrival at Christchurch Airport check in for your flight home. 

Evening
Depart Christchurch on flight TBA.

Note:
Air NZ flights connect with this itinerary.  If using Qantas, an overnight stay at CHC airport will be required due morning connection to AKL (currently 10.30 am) and earlier flight to the USA, departing 3.40 pm.

INCLUDES:

· Our costs for providing:

· Meet and Greet on arrival at Auckland Airport

· All transfers and touring by private van / small coach and driver, joining other tourists NZL40/NZL41 sailing; Ruakuri Caves; Te Puia hangi/concert; Abel Tasman kayaking; Fox Glacier guided walk; Dart River Safari; Milford Sound Nature Cruise

· 14 x nights 4-star hotels in rooms with en-suite bathrooms and tea/coffee making facilities – rooms on Run of House basis unless specified

· Meals only as specified and indicated by (B) Breakfast (L) Lunch (D) Dinner:

· 14 breakfasts

· 3 lunches (Abel Tasman kayaking excursion; winery lunch in Marlborough; Milford Sound cruise)

· 3 dinners (Rotorua hangi, Skyline Queenstown, Hermitage at Mt Cook)

· Sightseeing fees and activities as per the itinerary

· GST tax @ 15% 

· (A) Prices include one free place for your tour leader in a single room on same basis as paying passengers

· (B) Prices include one free place for your tour leader in share twin/double room on same basis as paying passengers

DOES NOT INCLUDE:

· Pre-registration

· Whalewatching in Kaikoura

· Black Water Rafting at Waitomo

· Commission

· Coach hire during free time

· Air fares – domestic or international

· Meals except as specified and indicated by (B) Breakfast (L) Lunch (D) Dinner

· Wine or other beverages with meals

· Items of a personal nature eg; laundry, phone calls, emails, excess baggage etc

· Additional sightseeing arrangements

· Use of rooms before/after normal check in/out times

· Airport Departure Taxes (Rotorua currently NZ$5.00 per person) – subject to change without notice

· Any credit card or bank fees

NOTES:

1
All rooms are run of house unless otherwise specified.  Normal hotel check in time is 2 pm and check out at 10am or 11am.  All touring is subject to favourable weather, road and sea conditions.

2
Travel Visas – Travel Time South Pacific Ltd is not responsible for the obtaining of travel visas or any classification of visas required for travel arrangements provided by Travel Time South Pacific Ltd.   Travel Time South Pacific Ltd is not responsible for and will not provide advice to their clients / travellers regarding visa requirements.  Tour leaders/guides/escorts/managers should investigate with their nearest New Zealand Embassy/Consulate about work visa entry to New Zealand prior to arrival.  
3
To guarantee immediate occupancy upon arrival at Heritage Auckland (superior room) add pre-registration: NZ$90.00 nett twin/double:  NZ$180.00 nett single room.  Breakfast not included.

4
This price is based upon all passengers arriving on the same flight into Auckland International Airport and all transferring in the same vehicle to the hotel.  If passengers arrive on different flights and require separate transfers, there will be an additional cost.  

5
New Zealand law does not permit coach drivers to drive for more than 13 hours in any 24 hour period. They are also required to have 10 hours undisturbed from the time they finish duty one day before they recommence duty the next day, and after working 70 hours accumulative are required to take a break of at least 24 hours.

6
To replace guided tour of Ruakuri Cave with Black Water Rafting (Black Abyss) option on Day 03, add NZ$161.00 nett per person – must be pre-booked, pre-paid and pre-vouchered for nett rate to apply.

7. 
Domestic air fares (international ticket numbers must be provided prior to ticketing – 30 days – to avoid payment of 15% GST. No free for escort, subject to availability on booking, other fare levels may apply.  If fewer than 9 pax, a fee of NZ$15 per person will apply:

Rotorua/Blenheim: NZ$269 or NZ$289 nett per person

Christchurch/Auckland: NZ$237 or NZ$297 nett per person 


8. 
Christchurch Airport Hotels – if anyone is flying on QF and needs an overnight:

April 2012 rates for Christchurch hotels are not yet available, pricing to March 2012 is as follows, subject to availability, rates subject to increase without notice – these are the only 2 hotels operating at the airport at this stage:

Sudima Christchurch Airport (superior rooms) – complimentary shuttle to airport:

NZ$97 nett per person with breakfast share twin/double 

NZ$165 nett single with breakfast

Copthorne Hotel Commodore Christchurch (run of house) – complimentary shuttle to airport:

NZ$136 nett per person with breakfast share twin/double

NZ$242 nett single with breakfast.
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